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TRAVEL ON THE HIGH STREET 

MAKE  MEMORIES 

Keeping our 

clients informed 

and inspired 

40 Years and still flying high 
I was proud last 
month when I 
was presented  
with two awards  
at the Global 
Travel Confer-
ence in Dubai.  
The first was an 

Achievement Award for my long service 
to the travel industry because in September 
this year I will celebrate  a continuous ser-
vice of 40 years. The second award was 
given to a selected group of travel agents - 
The High Flyers’ Awards- for their high 
level of sales. 

Awards are always welcome but even more 
rewarding are the kind words which clients 
give to us when we have done what we 
strive to and have provided them with a 
memorable, stress free holiday which starts 
when they first come into my office to plan 
and book their holiday.  

Here is a selection of the recent comments 
we have received: 

 

 

It’s the things you see and 
do  on holidays which create 
the memories and we can 
help you to plan those spe-
cial moments in advance to 
take away the worry and the 
queues and it can all be paid 
for before you go on holiday. 

Whether it’s to skip the 
queue to go up the Empire 
State Building, take a heli-
copter trip over the Grand 
Canyon, spend a day or two 
in Port Aventura or any one 
of the hundreds of experi-
ences you have on your list- 
we can book  them for you 
using our preferred suppli-
ers: Attraction World and Do 

Something Different. 

 

And if you don’t know what 
is available for you in your 
holiday destination then just 
ask us. We want your holi-
day to be special and filled 
with happy memories. 

 

“Thank you so much for organising our cruise 
from start to finish. We had a fantastic holi-
day: the stateroom you chose was perfect; the 
flights, the ship was wonderful! It was magic 
and everything was organised to perfection”  
Mr and Mrs McLaughlan 

“Thank you for all your help and support in 
making our holiday to Florida a magical 
one.” The Poppletons 

“Thank you so much for going the extra mile 
and sorting out our holidays for us over the 
years.” Mr. and Mrs. Lowes 

“Thank you once again for arranging an 
excellent cruise on our behalf. We thoroughly 
enjoyed our fortnight on the Britannia and 
do appreciate the expert help and advice 
received from you and your staff.”                
Mr and Mrs Rishman 

NORTHERN LIGHTS  EVENING 

EXCURSIONS  Only £219.95pp 

Fly from Leeds Bradford                 

on 21st. Feb 2017 in search of the 

amazing Northern Lights. 

The price includes: pre-flight  presen-

tation by an expert  astronomer and 

their services on board; light refresh-

ments during the flight; services of an 

Omega Tour Manager. (Reduced rate 

airport parking available subject to avail-

ability)      Contact us for 

more details of this offer. 

It’s bound to be popular so 

don’t delay! 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjSpb-626nNAhVlJsAKHVMqAuAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gatestravel.co.uk%2Fnorthernlights.cfm&psig=AFQjCNH3qIiinUu12KsuMfI77yc-ryfIPQ&ust=1466069184860112
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“MAGELLAN” 
Reader Offer?                      

Special Departure? 

 

If you see a special offer in the local or 
national press detailing for example  
Riviera Holidays or Newmarket Holidays 
(to name but 2) please don’t think that 
this offer, AT THE SAME PRICE is not 
bookable with us. With most holiday 
companies we can book the same holi-
day with the same offer AT THE SAME 
PRICE! 

What isn’t the same however is the ser-
vice. Book with us and you have some-
one on hand, who knows you and who 
can deal with your booking for you and 
help you if something goes wrong. 

Remember- if a holiday is cheaper then 
it’s cheaper for a reason- you’re doing 
the work and having the hassle!  

  

 

Explore some of the best locations in the UK, 

Ireland & Europe with  Alfa Travel Holidays! 

Alfa Travel is one of the UK’s largest coach holiday companies 

covering the North West, North East, Midlands, South East, 

Yorkshire & Humberside.  

Established for over 25 years, Alfa pride themselves in offering 

quality, value for money holidays in the UK, Ireland and Eu-

rope. From the beautiful views of Ben Nevis in Fort William to 

the spectacular cliffs of the Isle of Wight, there is a destina-

tion for everyone!  

93% of customers rate Alfa holidays as GOOD or               

EXCELLENT*, showing our ongoing commitment to deliver-

ing a quality, value for money product. 

With prices starting from just £149 per person for a 5 day holi-

day and tours including excursions, quality accommodation and 

return coach travel to your local pick-up point, Alfa can ensure 

you have a summer holiday to remember.  

Plus, don’t forget that you can also enjoy a Self Drive Hotel 

Break with Alfa Travel and Leisureplex Hotels. Situated in 

prime locations in the best UK holiday resorts, you can make 

your own way to the hotel, explore the resort at your leisure, 

and still be assured you will receive the quality accommodation 

and premium service that comes with every Alfa holiday. 

*Based on 2015 client questionnaires feedback from 58,805 clients 

 

 

 

 

WHY RISK A D.I.Y. 

DISASTER? 

LOOKING FOR A HOLIDAY WITH A DIFFERENCE ?...  National Geographic Journeys 
with G Adventures is a collection of unique tours designed to take you deeper into the cultures and habitats 
of places in South and Central America, Asia, Africa, Oceania and Europe. They offer more inclusions, great-
er hands-on exploration, interactions with local experts, and the freedom to roam, all within the structure 
and security of travelling in a small group.  There is a wide range of holidays available  Let us spark your 
sense of adventure- call in for more information about these amazing holidays. 

I visited the MS Magellan while it was in port 
in Newcastle. I have travelled with many 
cruise lines and it is fair to say that I have 
chosen larger, younger ships and so I was 
interested to see how I would find this smaller 
vessel. 

My preconceptions were quickly changed 
when I boarded the ship. There was instantly 
a feeling of space in all of the public areas 
and on the decks with  many sun beds availa-
ble; I would imagine there would be no diffi-
culty in finding a sunbed for the days at sea. 
Magellan was originally owned by Carnival 
Cruises and they accommodated 2,000 pas-
sengers. CMV have decided to accommodate 
1,290 passengers which makes a huge differ-
ence. 

I spent some time in the piano bar “Sinatra's” 
and toured the other cabaret areas- again all 
very roomy. The theatre was also arranged 
with cabaret-styled seating in parts. 

Because there were already passengers on 
board who had embarked at Dundee, I could 
only visit some of the cabin categories. None 
of the cabins have balconies but outside cab-
ins have wide picture windows and the cabins 
and bathrooms were of adequate size. Suites 
are also available on this ship. 

I ate lunch in the dining room, though there is 
a self service option available, and it was 
delicious; well-presented and certainly for 
those with a good appetite! The service 
around the ship was good and all of the staff 
we encountered were polite and cheerful. 

My impression of  Magellan was a very good 
one and it certainly lived up to if indeed sur-
passed, its 3 star rating. 

CMV offer cruises at competitive prices and 
are popular with “new to cruising” clients and 
those who prefer a smaller, more intimate 
ship. The advantage of  being able to sail 
from local ports on many itineraries also 
makes CMV an attractive option for many. 
See the back page for more offers on CMV. 

NEW for 2017: Alfa Travel launches River Cruise in your 

area! Our NEW Autumn Spring brochure will be available 

from Stephen Howard Travel in early July so make sure to 

pick up your very own copy to find out more! 
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WHERE DO I GO ON HOLIDAY?   

THE VENICE-SIMPLON ORIENT EXPRESS 

Being of Irish descent, the annual family holiday as a child was a visit to my grandpar-
ents in Northern Ireland. We would take the journey by sleeper train from Newcastle to 
Stranraer and I can clearly remember dashing to  a compartment and being told to put 
my face to the glass to deter anyone else from entering the compartment where my 
mother, father, brother and I would then sleep through the tedious journey. How I wished I 
could have travelled in style in one of the actual sleeping cabins and from those early 
days the intention to one day travel on the renowned Orient Express became my dream. 
More than 50 years later that dream became a reality and the excitement I felt as Stephen 
and I departed Bradford Interchange bound for London on the first leg of our iconic jour-
ney was like that of a child. 

After a comfortable night’s sleep in the Park Plaza Hotel in Victoria, we took the very short 
walk to Victoria Station to check in for our journey to Venice on the Venice- Simplon Ori-
ent Express.  

But first we had to travel to Calais and so we boarded the British Pullman train to Folke-
stone. At the entry to our carriage “IBIS” we were greeted and shown to our comfortable 
seats at a table for 2 and were then served Bellinis and a 4 course brunch as we travelled 
through the countryside of Kent. It set the tone for the rest of the journey- slick, professional, high quality, and we felt like celebri-
ties! 

At Folkestone we transferred to an executive coach which took us through the Channel Tunnel for a journey of 30 minutes and 
then at Calais, waiting for us, gleaming in blue and gold was the iconic train upon which we would travel for the next 36 hours. 

Alberto, our cabin steward led us to our cabin, (to which our luggage had already 
been delivered), and poured a glass of Champagne which we drank while waiting for 
the maître d’ to take our booking for dinner. We opted for the later 9.00 p.m. sitting at 
a table for two and then proceeded to get ready and dress in our finery. It has to be 
said that it is not the easiest thing in the world to apply eye liner while travelling on a 
train moving at 90 miles an hour but the washbasin area is beautifully equipped with 
quality products and it all added to the adventure. 

A cocktail in the Champagne bar followed by an aperitif in the piano bar set us up for 
the exquisite meal of lobster, then fillet steak all cooked to perfection and served effi-
ciently by first rate staff in the Oriental, one of three dining carriages. 

When we returned to our cabin, it had been turned into our sleeping accommodation 
and two very comfortable beds. 
As this was my birthday treat I 
allocated Stephen to the top bunk 

where he had a comfortable night’s sleep before waking to the scenery of 
Switzerland outside of our cabin which we watched change as the dramatic 
mountain scape emerged while we ate breakfast served in our restored seat-
ing cabin by Alberto. My new camera was put to good use as I snapped away 
at the picture postcard views along the route. 

Then lunch; this time dining in The Etoile du Nord dining room at our pre-
ferred table for two and another amazing meal. How they serve meals of this 
quality in a very small kitchen on a moving train is incredible! By now we had 
travelled into Italy and the mountain landscape gave way to flatter, greener 
fields of the Veneto region and a feeling of sadness was coming over me as I 
knew our journey was nearing its end. As we finished our Afternoon Tea, 
once again brought to our cabin, we arrived in Venice station where the staff 
lined up in front of the train to wish us farewell. 

My lifelong dream was fulfilled and expectations were exceeded. There is no other train journey in the world as iconic as this and 
I feel privileged to have been able to travel on it. Most of the people on the train were celebrating some important milestone occa-
sion- anniversaries, birthdays- in search of something special which would give lifelong memories. I’m sure, like me, they found it. 

DID YOU KNOW ?…   MSC Cruises now have English as the first language on all of their 

cruises? Known for their opulent ships  they have departures to many embarkation ports direct from 

Manchester. Along with their free child policy (except port taxes) and all-inclusive beverage packages 

from £20 pp per day, this makes them a cruise line worth considering. Call us for more information. 

Fancy doing something similar? Kirker Holidays offer special rates for travellers combining the 

Orient Express with a stay in Venice. You can do the train journey in either direction on regular departure dates 

from mid-March through to early November. One night on board the Orient Express with all meals included, water 

taxi transfers on arrival & departure, 2 nights at the Londra Palace with breakfast, entrance tickets to either 

Doges Palace or Accademia  with flight to or from the UK would cost from £2798.00 per person (train from Venice) or £3098.00 

(train from London)   

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=msc+cruises+logo&view=detailv2&&id=E9EAAA3D1C85966F180D2A47A5FF70A578766F2F&selectedIndex=0&ccid=anvONiYn&simid=607992504854710806&thid=OIP.M6a7bce36262759e70d8513b75fb590ddo0
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwixxru6qLvNAhWHKMAKHR3gBEwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.designertravel.co.uk%2Fpartners%2Fkirker%2F&psig=AFQjCNHKomlPOGkU3n4GqIXUCG0a0GEM-Q&ust=1466673960957982
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Due to printing deadlines it has 

made it impossible to report on 

the outcome of the Euro debate 

and the impact this may or may 

not have on the travel industry. 

However, I am pleased to report 

following recent features in the 

Telegraph & Argus on the 8th & 

14th June that we are finally 

going to get a car park in 

Wibsey. Bosses at Bradford 

Council have decided the 

scheme to create a car park on 

part of the village fairground 

can go ahead. Planning permis-

sion and funding had already 

been granted in October 2015 

for a 28 space car park but 

having received further objec-

tions on technicalities a further 

decision was required to go 

ahead. The car park is not as 

large as we had originally 

hoped for but it is better than 

nothing. Hopefully the car park 

will have the desired effect of 

creating a safer and more vi-

brant village offering a good 

range of local businesses. I 

may not live in Wibsey but hav-

ing worked in the village for 

over 30 years it is a place I 

remain fully committed to and 

passionate about.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember ! Check our   

website and Facebook page 

for details of special offers 

and discounts!                      

www.facebook.com/

stephenhowardtravel 

DID YOU KNOW….? 
 
 
As an alternative to travelling from our local airport 

without having to cope with the large scale airport of Manchester 
you might be interested to know that Liverpool Airport is offering 
some different destinations this year from those you can access 
from Leeds/Bradford.      
These include: 

 Bacau, Cluj and Bucharest (Romania) 

 Bordeaux and Nimes (France)  

 Poznan, Szczecin, Wroclaw (Poland) 

 Vilnius, (Lithuania) 

We can also arrange parking, fast track and executive lounge 
passes at the airport as well as taxi transfers and overnight hotel 
stays. 

FINAL THOUGHTS  

 

Next generation 

tan lines? 

This amused me.        

I hope they remem-

ber to book holidays 

with a good travel 

agent saving time, 

reducing worry and 

receiving astute  

advice! 

*This unbelievable deal 

is available on the Winter 

2016/17 and Summer 

2017 cruises detailed in 

the preview brochure* on 

holidays booked during 

July 2016.** With this 

amazing early booking 

offer, the first adult pays 

the full fare and the   

second adult, sharing 

twin accommodation, 

travels absolutely   

free! 

Book your CMV 

cruise by contacting: 

01274 691409 

                        ALL THIS IS INCLUDED IN THE FARE 

 Delicious full board cuisine.  

 Afternoon teas and late night snacks.  

 Captain’s Cocktail Party (cruises of 6 nights or more).  

 Self service tea & coffee (6am to 10pm).  

 Big show entertainment, cabarets and classical interludes.  

 Daytime activities and leisure facilities.  

 Guest speaker and arts & crafts (cruises of 5 nights or more).  

 Porterage of luggage, port to cabin. Port Taxes. 

*SPECIAL OFFER* 

BUY 1 - Get 1 FREE  

**Prices include savings and are from per person based on two adults 

sharing a  voyager inside cabin. Prices are based on a guarantee basis 

and cabin numbers will be advised at ticket stage, Terms and conditions 

apply. Offer applies to new bookings only, may be withdrawn without 

notice and are subject to availability. Gratuities at £5 per person per 

night will be debited to your  on-board account. Cruise and Maritime 

Voyages  are offered for sale in the U.K. by South Quay Travel & Leisure 

LTD. Trading as Cruise and Maritime Voyages.  ABTA V9945 

Many  cruises         

departing from Hull, 

Newcastle or           

Liverpool 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE £50 TOWARDS YOUR NEXT        

HOLIDAY BOOKED WITH STEPHEN HOWARD TRAVEL? 

You can- by sending us an account  of approximately 500 

words about your holiday experience booked with us along with some 

digital photographs and if it’s published then a £50 voucher will be 

yours. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2kaWGoJPNAhVFWxoKHXARB9IQjRwIAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FLiverpool_John_Lennon_Airport&psig=AFQjCNGjqC-QUEvkry-_kfkUL-o924MiOA&ust=146529732
https://us.cruiseandmaritime.com/ship/magellan
http://www.reaction-group.co.uk/hosted/CMV/CMV_Preview_Cruise_Collection_2017/index.html

